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A Time of Transition 


by Carla Dawson 


tis 2a.m. I’m up think- 
ing about the many recent 
| and upcoming changes 
~~ taking placein my person- 
al life andin my home, Lazarus 
House. 

Iam now a full time student. 
That means very different 
things to everyone. To me. it is 
a path on the road to a teach- 
ing degree. It also means a lot 
of sacrifices not only for my- 
self. but for my children and 
for my role at the house. Jam 
finding it hard to put myself 
out of one role, into another, 
and back again. But, with the 
grace of God, I will find the 
right balance and be good at 
all things. [ would like to thank 
all who have been supportive 
of my dream of becoming a 
teacher. I will not let us down. 

My oldest son thinks it’s 
great that I want to teach. My 
littlest boy thinks it’s funny 
that I go to school like he does. 
My middle son thinks it’s hetp- 
ful when we all do our home- 


by Richard Ngaino 


y name is Richard 
) Ngame and Tam an 
| international student 
French- 


“from the 
speaking part of Cameroon. I 
am also a guest at Ligutti 
House, I left my country with 
the help of friends who offered 
lo assist me in finding a way to 
finish my education. T had 
finished two years of a four 
year science course of study in 
Cameroon before the 
University was closed by our 
military government in re- 
sponse to students’ protests. 

T have been contemplating 
writing a thank you article for 
the wa pacisfor some time, but 
T wasn’t sure if T could wnite a 
comprehensible article. Even 
afler one year and a half of 
slidy here, [still cannot 
express my thoughts with 100% 
accuracy. But, after a recent 
worship at my parish, the 
Drake Newman Center, I 
decided to try. 

When [| artived in Des 
Moines in late October 1992, 


work together. I don’t realize 
how fast time flies until [ look 
at my sons and see they are 
growing up, as if by some spe- 
cial "boy magic" that just can- 
not be stopped. 

Lazarus House is in dire 
straits. It needs to be risen 
back to its former grand style. 
In October all of the men who 
are presently living there will 
be moving. "Where to?,” some 
of you might wonder. Most of 
them will live within a five 
block area of Lazarus House. 
Why such a drastic measure? 
It is virtually impossible to 
rehab a house when it is full of 
people. You might be won- 
dering how long it will take to 
repair the house. That depends 
on: 


1. Who will do the tear out? 


2. Who will do the clean up? 
3. Who will choose a bath- 
room or hallway to rehab? ‘ 
4. Where will the money 
come from? 


That is where you all come 
in. Anything, any hour, any 
amount is not too small to be 


& A Special Thanks!!! 


individual's 
sponsorship, I started English 
classes at Drake University. 
After losing my sponsorship, 1 


under an 


ecouldn’t afford it, even theugh 
Drake awarded mea room and 
board scholarship. 

In January 1994, 
accepted as a guest here at 
Ligutti house. I don't know 
how long Pil need to be hosted 
by the Catholic Worker House 
because of so many 
unanswered questions about 


I was 


my future. For sure, I want to 
be a degreed pharmacist, but 
this pursuit has to be financed. 

T have unsuccessfully applied 
for scholarships. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
responded with the possibility 
of a scholarship if my request 
was supported by the 
Cameroon Ministry of Health. 
My embassy’s response, in 
Washington, D.C., was to 
direct me back 
Cameroon for such a reference. 
I E-mailed my request for 
reference to Cameroon. I have 


home to 


hever gotten an answer. Once 
again, I am stuck. 


Continucd on page 6 
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Carla with former CW community member, Michael Porzgen and his 
travelling companion, Anita during their visit in August. 


considered helpful. We need 
everyone pitching in to make 
this house into a home for the 
people we serve. We do not 
know what type of hospitality 
we will provide when the repair 
work is done, but we are open 
to ideas. 

If you have any time, any 
money. any tools or anything 
that can aid us in this project 
please don’t hesitate to call us 
at (515) 243-0765, or come 
down and visit us at 1310 7th. 


We are happy to come and 
talk to churches about what we 
need and how we can work 
together to make this a success- 
ful and productive project. 

Special thanks to Dennis 
Ziggran from Eagle Grove, 
who has promised us some 
sheet rock and any help he can 
give. God bless each and every 
one of you. [ hope this article 
finds everyone in good health 
and spirit. God Bless. 


Qf Se emeretcs mempenetesl 
our special needs. We also can host a visit to the 
ali head and line up a time. 
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by Frank Cordaro 


his vp is being rushed 
oul with late-breaking 

news of Maloy, Lowa 

Catholic Worker Bnan 
Terrell’s sentencing in federal 
court for nonviolent resistance 
al Strategic Command 
Headquarters. Also, there 1s 
news of my upcoming tnal for 
committing the same "offense" 
as Brian. Read all about it on 
pages 4 & 5. 

Our regular 
"Norman’s Whereabouts” and 
"Community News" are found 
on page 3. Joanne Kennedy, 
our newest community 
member. introduces herself to 
readers in the "Community 
News" piece. 

On page I, Carla Dawson 


features, 


reflects on big changes in her 
life and around Lazarus 
House. Also on page 1, 
Richard Ngamo, guest and 
friend’ of the DMCW 
introduces himself and offers a 
message of thanks. 

On page 7 our friend Richard 
Flamer reports on 
investigation ofa massacre that 
took. place in Plan de Sanchez, 
Guatemala, and the villagers’ 
struggle for justice. 


Midwest CW Gathering 


Norman, Eddie, Bertie and | 


I represented the DMCW this 


year at the annual Midwest - 


CW gathering in Sugar Creek, 
IA. It was great to see so many 
CW friends, old and new. 
About fifteen houses were 
represented with around 65 
people in attendance. 

The folks from the Cleveland 


the > 


CW won the coveted Football 
Mary with a great skit. They 
also got roped into hosting 
next year’s Midwest CW 
gathering. They are great folks. 


Gandhi Conference 
& Pacifist Memorial 

As I put the final touches to 
this "What's Happening" 
article, ’m about to head East 
on a five day road tnip to 
Boston, MA. Norman Searah 
& Michael Sprong will be 
joining me. We will be on 
hand foran Oct. Ist conference 
at Wellesley College to 
commemorate Mohandas K. 
Gandhi’s 125th B-Day. I will 
also be serving on a panel 
during the conference. 

The next day we will join my 
cousin Lewis Randa and the 
students at the Life Experience 
School in Sherbom, MA fora 


ceremony unveiling a pacifist 
memorial honoring “all those 
who have worked for peace 
and justice using nonviolent 
means." The memoria! will 
include an eight-foot bronze 
statue of Gandhi. Speaking at 
the unveiling will be Arun 


DMCW welcomes 


Bishop Charron 


What's Happening 


Gandhi, Helen Caldicott, 
Ramsey Clark and Daniel 
Berrigan. Hope to give you a 
report on our trip in the next 


vp. 


Bishop Charron 

On August 5th, 40 folks 
gathered at Dingman 
House to welcome Bishop 
Charron for Mass at the 
Worker. !n his first visit to 
the Worker, he celebrated 
Mass and met community 
members and guests. We 
look forward to his next 
visit. 

Bishop Charron began 
serving the Diocese of Des 
Moines a few months ago. 


RECOMMENDED READING 


New Heaven, New Earth 


Practical Essays on 


the Catholic Worker Program 


by Richard Cleaver 


$5.95, plus $1.05 postage - Rose Hill Books 
28291 - 444th Ave, Marion, SD 57043 


Bomber Grounded, Runway Closed 
Prison Notes and Count Letters 


of a Gulf War Resister 
by *Ciaron. O'Reilly 


$7.95, plus $1.05 postage - Rose Hill Books 

in the Midst of His People 

Biography of Bishop Maurice J. Dingman 
$14.95 paperback - from Rudi Publishing 

1901 Broadway, Suite 321, lowa City, IA 52240 


Voices from the Catholic Worker 
By Rosalie Troester 
$22.95 paperback - Temple University Press 
Broad and Oxford, Philadelphia, PA 19122 
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LXasy Essay 


by Peter Maurin 
For a New Order 


If we make 

the right decisions 

in the age of chaos 

the effect of those decisions 
will be a better order. 

The new order brought 
about 


by night decisions 
will be functional 


Everyone is welcome! 
Fri., Oct. 14 


Fri., Oct. 21 
Fri., Oct. 28 


Fri., Nov. 4 
Fri., Nov. 11 


Fri., Nov. 18 
Fri., Nov. 25 
Fri., Dec. 2 
Fri., Dec. 9 
Fni., Dec. 


not aqcuisitive; 
personalist, 

not socialist; 
communitarian, 

not collectivist; 
organismic, 

not mechanistic. 

The right thing to do right 
now 


Friday Night Mass at 
the Catholic Worker 


*All masses are at 7:30 p.m. and are held at Dingman House, 1310 7th St. 


with Pigs 


Program: Vince Eirene, "The Unfinished 
Work of Peace - to Ban the Bomb" 


with 


with Fr. 


and ISU students for supper & mass 


(Spanish language) 


with Fr. 
with Fr. 
with ne. 
with Ke 
with "Fr. 
with Fr. 
with Fr. 
with Fr. 
with Fr. 
with Fr. 


Fr. Tom Coenen 
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is to create a new society 
within the shell of the old 
with the philosophy of the 
new, 

but a very old philosophy 
a philosophy-so old 

that it looks like new. 


Dave Polich 


Jon Seda 


Jim Wilwerding 


Kevin Cameron 


Jim Wilwerding 
Dave Polich 
Mike Amadeo 
John Ludwig 
Dan Krettek 


Vincent Rosonke 


Ray Higgins 


Dave Fleming 
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Communit 


by Joanne Kennedy 


el this edition of the 

Community News begin 

! with a less than formal 

af introduction. Ihave the 

undying pleasure of being the 

newest community member at 

f the Des Moines Catholic Wor- 

_ker, and having the least clout 

it became my job to write this 
coveted column. 

Many things have transpired 
since my arrival in late July. 
Coincidentally I arrived in time 
todo the mailing of the last wa 
pacis, but not in time to make 
the print and save my reputa- 
tion. Carla was losing faith in 
me. The tale of how I arrived 
here, in Des Moines, is lengthy 
and sordid and best saved for 
places of less repute than this 
newsletter. 

Asa community we have de- 


cided to close down Lazarus 


House. (That’s Carla’s house). 
As you well know fromdutiful- 
ly reading this epistle, the 


house is in ill repair. Being“a” 


aovice at all things carpentry- 
esque, I can only say that even 
know that holes in the ceiling 

¢ bad, never mind the floor. 


‘h When the house is back in 


‘shape we will decide what is the 
best use of our resources and 
choose our next form of hospi- 


by Norman Searah 


| Us been a long week here 

at the DMCW. Dingman 

House has been full most 

= of the summer. As. I sit 

down to write this article, I’m 

thinking back further than just 

this week, further. than this 

| month or this year. In this 

article I want to look back to 

when I first came to the 
DMCW. 

lt was in June of 1980. I was 

‘ hitchhiking across the country 

stopping at different CW 

® houses, seeing if they needed 

any help. T was on my way to 

Portland, where I’d heard the 

(CW was needing some new 

qeople. I got this: ride: just 

outside of Davenport in a 

Pnirie Farms Dairy Truck. I 

new there was a CW in Des 

Moines and I’d heard that a 

giynamed Frank was the one 

talk to, but I wasn’t plan- 

mine on stopping in Des 
Moines. 

‘When I told the good man 
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tality. Much prayer and dis- 
cermment will go into that deci- 
sion. 

BUT, before any of that 
happens, the house must be 
mended. We do need help. 
Skilled labor, not-so-skilled 
labor, unskilled labor, cash 
moneys, check moneys, I 
digress, but seriously, we need 
every imaginable type of assis- 
tance, see Carla’s article for 
more shameless begging. 

Dingman House continues to 


operate smoothly, Ed keeps it - 


so clean you could probably 
eat off the floor, well, maybe 
not. In the short time I’ve been 
here we have given hospitality 
to ten different families, ap- 
proximately thirty people. 
Turn over at this time of year is 
high. Apparently having the 
Drake students back: in-town 
impacts the housing industry:i in 
a manner that is not entirely 
favorable for our friends. Lig- 
utti continues to be a house of 
hospitality for a more long- 
term population and Ed cleans 
it like a pro, as well. 

Carla is managing full time 
motherhood and student life 
and a part-time job, she’s in- 
credible. Brett continues to 
work at Iowa Peace Network 
and Criminal Justice Minis- 
tries. He did a bang up job 
organizing the recent Prison 
Awareness Walk across Iowa, 


who was driving the truck. that 
I was visiting different CWs. 
He told me he knew of the 
DMCW and offered to drive 
me right to their door. The 
next thing I knew J was at the 
front door of Ligutti House in 
Des Moines. 

The first person I 
met was Steve Mars- 
den. I thought he was 
Frank, and said "Hel- 
lo, Frank. My name 


is Norman". Steve 
told me he wasn’t 
Frank, but that 


Frank was in his 
room in the Ligutti 
House, and pointed 
to the front door. 

I went into the 
house and yelled, 
"Frank!" Frank was 
upstairs in his room 
typing. He velled 
back at me, “Who’s 
there!" I started to 
climb the stairs and 
said, "Norman!" 
Frank yelled back, 
"Norman who?" By 
then I was in his 
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some of you may have seen 
press coverage in your area, 
nice. I’m just trying to adjust to 
life in the Midwest. 

* One of my favorite aspects of 
the DMCW is it’s location. 
Anyone driving on Interstate 
80 has got to stop somewhere 
in Iowa, and Des Moines has 
been the stop for many won- 
derful visitors. We have been 
visited by Jeff Stack from Mis- 
sour, Tom Cornell and Kenny 
Gould from New York, and 
Paul and Collin from Mon- 
tana, not to mention the re- 
turning DMCW volunteerslike 
Thomasand Dan. Michael and 
Anita came all the way from 
Germany and spent a fun filled 
week with us, and as this paper 
goes to print Gustav arrives for 
a week long visit from Germa- 
ny as well. We have also had 
the good fortune of discovering 
a new CW friend here in Des 
Moines. Tom Fisk recently 
moved to the area and spent a 
week with us helping to cover 
shifts at the house and getting 


‘to know our motley bunch. 


‘This ‘column - would* ‘be 
desperately incomplete without 
a HUGE thanks. There are $0 
many of you generous folks 


and we would be Jost without 


you. Part of the Catholic Wor- 
ker lifestyle is precarity, I think 


doorway. "Norman," I told 


Tom Delivers... — 


phous bs Frank €ordaro | 


st Joseph’ sin Mt. Ayr, 


: an immaculate ecstacy in Maloy. The money has 


of it as the courage to let your 
future lie in the hands of God 
and the good people out there. 
This is a very difficult thing, 
and every time one of you 
shows up at our door with 
food or money or helping 
hands I say a pious prayer of 
genuine thanksgiving and 
laugh at the shortcomings of 
my faith. 

1 would like to especially 
thank Andy Boseman for 
always being there for us and 
fixing everything so wonderful- 
ly, you really are my hero. 
Many other names come to 
mind, Barry and Marie, Rita, 
both Helens, Joe Jacoby, Mar- 


Norman's Whereabouts 


Or I think about going back 


him, " Norman Searah." That - home to help my brother with 


was over fourteen years ago. 
Sometimes I think about 
retiring from the DMCW and 
joining a religious order, be- 
coming a Monk or a Brother. 


Norman and a young guest — This photo originally 
appeared in the Fall 1981 issue of via pacis. 
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his farm. Someday Td like to 
live at a CW farm and work on 
an Indian Reservation for a 
year or so. Fourteen years is a 
long time to be in any one 
place. 

But before I start 
really thinking about 
retiring from the 
DMCW or taking a 
long break, I want to 
make sure the Com- 
munity and the hous- 
es are in good shape. 

Our houses are still 
in need of much re- 
pair work. We need 
to set upsa good Ii- 
brary ih Ligutti 
House again; with 
books about the CW 
and peace and justice 
and fix up the Ligutti 
House attic so friends 
of the DMCW can 
come and visit over- 
night. And poor Laz- 
arus House, it needs 
a complete over haul! 
So it looks like I will 


garet, who comes every Tues- 
day for the kids without fail. 
the mysterious Beeler’s bread 
depositor, Lyle and Ben who 
fixed the roof, Kevin Cameron, 
Tom Coenen, Dave Flemming, 
Tim Buttons and the Christ- 
mas in July group in Ankeny, 
the Grinell volunteers and the 
groups who come; Norwalk. 
Drake Newman, Christ the 
King, Sacred Heart, Indianola 
Presbyterian, the mythic 
"Susan Bames" group and 
now, Thomas Aquinas. Please 
keep coming and bring your 
friends, you all are both inspi- 
rational and fundamental to 
our continued existence. Peace. 


be sticking around for awhile. 

Right now IT have a special 
project, and you'can help. We 
need to-spread the word about 
the Catholic Worker move- 
ment and Dorothy Day to 
more people. One way to do 
this 1s by books. There are a loi 
of good books on the CW and 
Dorothy Day. ’'m using all the 
money I get from recycling 
cans and bottles to buy books 
about the CW that I can give 
to people to read who are in- 
terested in the CW movement 
If you can save me your bottles 
and cans or give me the money 
you get from thems will use 
the money for this special 
project. 

Oh yea, one more thing, win- 
ter isn’t too far away. We need 
all the blankets we can get to 
give to people who are livingin 
their cars, on the streets and in 
the empty buildings in our 
neighborhood. | They often 
come to the DMCW looking 
for blankets when it gets cold. 

Thank you and I will pray 
for you. 
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Resistance to 


Statement at Sentencing 


by Bran Terrell 


Editor’s note: 

Brian was arrested with nine 
others on May 29, 1994 in a 
nonviolent witness at Strat- 
Com. The following is taken 
from his statement presented in 
U.S. Magistrate’s Court in 
Omaha, 6n September 6, 1994. 
He has been sentenced to four 
months at the Federal Prison 
Camp in Marion, IL. He will 
surrender himself to the camp 
on Nov. 1, 1994. 


freely admit that on May 
29th, along with a few 
friends, I entered Offutt 
== Air Force Base with the 
knowledge that the command- 
er of the base had previously 
ordered me to leave and not to 
return for some years. 

Base security apprehended us 
on our way to Building 500, 
headquarters of the Strategic 
Command (StratCom). Our 
intention was to nonviolently 
obstruct the violence that is 
businessas usual for StratCom. 

One component of the triad 
of land, sea and air strategic 
nuclear weapons within the 
command of StratCom is the 
Trident submarine. One Tn- 
dent, costing more than $1.8 
billion, cares more explosives 
than were used in WWII, by all 


hoping to finance 


you wish to make a contributio 


send it to; 


parties. Despite the fact that 
the Soviet land based missile 


silos that the Trident was de- - 


signed to destroy no longer 
pose a first strike threat, the 
US. continues to build them. 

In a March 1992 report to 
ce ongress, Adm. Bruce DeMars 
of the Navy’s nuclear propul- 
sion division said that more 
ought to be built, not because 
the submarines themselves are 
needed, but "to protect the vast 
industrial facilities and skilled 
workers needed to build them.” 

StratCom, withit’s arsenal of 
raissi'es, bombers and sub- 
nar aes, does not exist for the 
defense of this country, or to 
promote world peace. Strat- 
Com is an expensive and reck- 
less corporate welfare scam. 
StratCom, along with it’s com- 
ponent parts, drains our soc- 
jety’s resources and hopes, 
threatening the security of our 
nation and the world, at the 
expense of everyone, to enrich 
only a few. 

The effect of such perverse 
priorities is recognized by lowa 
folk singer Greg Brown in the 
lyrics of his song "One more 
Goodnight Kiss." 


The Big picture 1s insane. 

the whole country’s on cocaine, 
and the idiots still ask, 

why its come to this, 

as they Jean on their missiles, 
and polish their pistols. 


Fr. Frank aud Uiiaa’s: $ : 
St. Patrick’s Chur bh 


223 Harmony S = 
Council a IA 51 503 


O give me one more goodnight 
Kiss. 

In the last few years, since the 
end of the Cold War, the fall of 
the Soviet Union and the disin- 
tegration of the Warsaw Pact, 
those of us making up the tiny 
remnant still protesting nuclear 


* weapons have been regardedas 


artifacts of the past, throw 
backs to the 1960’s, too stupid 
to understand that the world 
has changed around us. In 
reality, it is the U.S. govern- 


ment, StratCom especially. 


that suffers from an inability to 
accept and adjust to changing 
times and conditions. Danger- 
ous systems of nuclear weap- 


ons are being built and main- 
tained even now against a Sovi- 
et threat that no longer exist 
and may have been a paranoid 
fixation all along. 

A recent TV network news 
program featured friend and 
co-conspirator Philip Berrigan. 
now in prison for witnessing at 
another Air Force Base, identi- 
fying him with the literary 
figure of Don Quixote. While 
Phil does perhaps personify 
Don Quixote in his ideals and 
thirst for justice. StratCom is a 
better illustration of Don 
Quixote’s lack of touch with 
reality, blindly striking out at 
windmills with obsolete weap- 


photo by Frank Cordaro 


Brian Terrell with his children, Elijah and Claire 


You are invited to join us for 


Fr. Frank's Last Supper 


Mass and Reception 
Wed., Oct.-19, 1994 - 8:15 pm 


ons, unable to see that they are 
windmills and not giants, un- 
able to accept that giants no 
longer exist, that maybe giants 
never existed at all. 

StratCom, with its minions, 
represents a bigger threat to 
our peace and security and to 
the best hopes we hold for our _ 
children, than all the mischief 
of the drug cartels, 
gangs, Islamic fundamentalist 
and trespassers at military 
bases combined! 

We cannot depend on our 
government, its police or its 
court to protect us. History 
shows that, as in Germany, 
Russia and Japan before, these 
institutions can only be expect- 
ed to rush to the defense of 
whatever insane plans and 
suicide machines areconcocted & 
by the military. 

How, then, is the deadly 
burden of the arms race ever to 
be lifted? Who will end it’ 
Every significant social im- 
provement in this country has 
come accompanied by paticnt 
and consistent civil resistance 
— our independence from 
England, the end of slavery, 
civil rights, the 40 hour work 
week, the vote for womien, even 
the rights of veterans. 

I am here today because | 
took a small part of the re: 
sponsibility that is mine fof 
making that change. 


stcect 


St. Patrick's Church 


223 Harmony St. 
Council Bluffs, [A 


Trial and Sentencing 
Thurs., Oct. 20, 1994 - 1:30 pm 
District Judge Lyle Strom's Court Room 
U.S. Federal Courthouse 
215 North 17th Street 


Omaha, NE 


“There will be a line crossing at Offut Air 
Force Base/StratCom immediately after the | 
trial and sentencing. If yon are interested in 
the line crossing, give Fr. Frank a call at 
(712) 325-8830 
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A Journey of Nonviolent Witness 


by Frank Cordaro 


fditor’s Note: The 
illowing excerpts, from Fr. 
fank's column in the St. 
Painck’s }$Church parish 
wlletin, are reflective of the 
mgoing dialogue between 
jrishioners and Fr. Frank 
rearding the necessity of 
wonviolent witness against 
wclear weapons. They 
ihronicle some of the events 
md decisions leading to 
frank’s May 29 arrest at 
tratCom Headquarters. 


December 19, 1993 — Fourth Sunday of Advent 


| ome might say, "Why 
_ keep protesting at Off- 
| Hutt? Doesn’t the end of 
the Cold War, the cuts in 
military spending and the re- 
duction of nuclear weapons 
make such protest unneces- 
sary?" I don’t believe so. 

The end of the Cold War 
only marks the end of.one act 
and the beginning of another in 
the longest running play in 
history, the "Rise and Fall of 


Imperial Powers." The plot is 


very simple, there are those 
meant to rule and others meant 
to be ruled. What distinguishes 
the rulers over the ruled is 


May 22, 1994 — Pentecost 


onday I was in Valley 
| City, ND for the sen- 
: | tencing of Fr. Carl 
ee Kabat, OMI. On 
ood Friday, April 1, 1994, 
ft, Kabat entered Minuteman 
ll Missile site M-26 in eastern 
North Dakota, and carried out 
le Good Friday/April Fools 
dowshares action. Wearing a 
jown suit and toting his ham- 
et, Carl entered the site and 
mained on the hatch of the 
issile silo for thirty minutes, 
ammering and praying, until 
ir Force security arrived and 
mested him. 
The Air Force claimed Fr. 
abat did $7,500 worth of 
image and charged him with 


|Frank Cordaro with his Ban and Bar letter. 


felony trespass and felony 
malicious mischief. The maxi- 


mum prison sentence for each 


charge is five years. in the 
North Dakota State Peniten- 
tiary. 

On. July Sth, Phil Berrigan, 
Fr. John Dear S.J, Lynn Fred- 
eriksson and Bruce Friedrich 
will be sentenced for their par- 
ticipation in the Pax Christi/- 
Spirit of Life Plowshares wit- 
ness that took place on Dec. 7, 
1993. These four good: people 
entered the Seymour Johnson 
AFB in Goldsboro, NC and 
hammered and poured blood 
on a F-15E fighter jet. They 
are all looking at a possible ten 
years in prison for their nonvi- 


photo by Jo Peterson 


power: coercive, dominating, 
violent, death dealing power. 

Throughout the run of this 
play the main characters have 
changed and exchanged posi- 
tions, the sets and props have 
evolved yet there is one con- 
stant, one overriding rule that 
keeps the play going. It is the 
rule of "Might Makes Right." 

The tragedy of this play is 
that it is not "make believe". It 
is terribly real. The main story 
lines are acted out in palaces, 
parliaments and corporate 
board rooms throughout the 
world. 

There are countless sub-plots 


olent Isaiahan act of disarma- 


_ Ment. 


All of these folks are long 
time peace activists. They have 
been in jail before. Their Plow- 
shares witnesses are only the 
most recent in a long series 
(over 70) of Plowshares wit- 
nesses that started in Septem- 
ber of 1980. The Plowshares 
movement is part of a larger 
faith based nonviolent peace 
movement in this country of 
which I am part... 

Ihave been taken up with the 
spirit of this faith based direct 
nonviolent resistance for over 
eighteen years. Many’ who 
belong to this small subculture 
across this country, I call my 


to this violent theme being 
played out throughout human 
society, right down to our city 
streets and family settings. 

This play/reality has brought 
on untold death and destruc- 
tion. It is an equal opportunity 
killer. It will kill those: who 
play by its rules and those who 
don’t. Mostly though, it kills 
and destroys the poorest, and 
the weakest members of soci- 
ety. 

It is in the context of this 
ongoing human drama that we 
must read the New Testament 
and the story of Jesus. Clearly, 
Jesus is offering us a different 


friends. I look to this group of 
people to help me get my spiri- 
tual bearings. I act periodically 
in the same spirit of direct non- 
violent resistance to keep my- 
self spiritually honest. 

I bring this to your attention 
now because I plan to witness 
again soon at Offutt AFB... 
“You: may not understand 
why I protest at Offutt and risk 
jail. You may strongly disagree 
and think me fool hearted for 
the effort. This is fair and not 
surprising. All I ask from you 
issome measure of understand- 
ing, your good will and vour 
prayers. 


kind of play and story line by 
which to live our lives. The 
Jesus story is based on uncon- 
ditiona] love, unlimited for- 
giveness and love of enemies. 
The way of Jesus is a nonvio- 
lent alternative to the "Might 
Makes Right" ways of the 
world. 

Offutt AFB with its on-going 
threat of nuclear annihilation, 
continues to play a central role 
in the power politics of the 
"new world order." From 


where I’m standing and how I 
read the Gospels, we have 
every good reason to continue. 
*protesting at Offutt AFB. 


August 21, 1994 — 21st Sunday, Ordinary Time 


’ t’sofficial,a U.S. Marshal 
showed up, right betore 8 
a.m. Mass on Monday to 
serve my papers. He wasa 
nice, clean cut young man. He 
came into the Church: base- 
ment where the altar and chairs 
are set up for week day masses. 
I was lighting the candles on 
the altar when he approached, 
asking, "Are you Fr. Cordaro?" 
I said. "Yes," thinking he was 
someone who needed to speak 
to a priest, as often happens. 
Then he pulled out some 
papers and said he had some- 
thing to give me. I knew, right 
then, he was a Marshal. 

I don’t know what he expect- 
ed. As soon as he told me he 
was a Marshal a big grin went 
over my face. I took the papers 
and immediately put them on 
the altar. He looked surprised. 


- I told him I was expecting 


them. I welcomed him and 


invited him to join us for mass. 
He said he had to get up to 
South Dakota and pick up a 
few inmates in Yankton, at the 
Federal Prison Camp, and in 
Sioux Falls, at the local county 
jail. | told him I'd been in both 
places and wished him well. 

I’ve asked Chuck Hannan to 
be my attorney in this case. He 
has graciously accepted. I told 
Chuck that IT do not want to 
"beat" this charge or to be 
found innocent on a technicali- 
ty. I want to stand by what I 
did, speak my truth and face 
the consequences. 

Some people believe that I 
am an embarrassment to St. 
Patrick’s. Many don’t under- 
stand why I risk so much for so 
little, since our efforts at Offutt 
‘have had so little effect on the 
Arms Race through the years. 
Some say the needs of the 
parish should outweigh the 


personal faith convictions that 
have placed me tn this situation 
in the Mostly 
though, the people I’ve talked 
to in the parish have said they 


first place. 


are going to miss me and the 
unique priestly presence I give 
to the parish... 

I truly look upon my times in 
captivity as a continuation of 
my priestly life and ministry. In 
some ways I’m a better priest 
in jail. | know my prayer life is 
much 
locked up. 

Perhaps the best attitude I 
can ask from you, regarding 
my going to jail is that you see 
me as your missionary to the 
imprisoned. Whatever minis- 
try I might do while inside, can 
be matched by what we all 
learn about the imprisoned and 
the criminal justice system 
because of my being there. 

Continued on page 6 


improved when I’m 
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CATHOLIC WORKER VIDECS 
AVAILABLE On LOARY 


The DMCW has recently obtained four video tapes featuring Dorothy Day 
and the Catholic Worker. They are: 


DOROTHY DAY: BLESSED ARE THE POOR 
A half hour program featuring Eileen Egan, author and personal friend of 
Dorothy Day, David O'Brien of Holy Cross College and F. Gerard Fogarty of 
the University of Virginia. The program recounts the history of the Catholic 


Worker movement and its co-founder Dorothy Day. 


DOROTHY DAY LIVE 


An 84 min. presentation by Dorothy Day at the University ee South Dakota 
back in the late 1960's. It is in black & white and covers many aspects of 
Dorothy's personal life and r :ligious and social beliefs. 


HAUNTED BY GoD 


A 1 hour performance of a one person play about the life of Dérothy Day. 
From the very beginning of her life, through her early bohemian years as a 
journalist and socialist, to her conversion, her meeting Peter Maurin and 
starting the CW, through the four decades of her life at the CW, to the end . 
of her life. A remarkable and candid portrayal of Dorothy's life and spirit. 


One tape with three Dorothy Day programs from the CW Archives at 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. They are: 


"RADICAL NONVIOLENCE, " CHRISTOPHER CLOSEUP, Interview of Dorothy Day 
and Thomas Cornell, recorded Oct. 20, 1971 (15 minutes) 


"STILL A REBEL," BILL MOYER'S JOURNAL, Initerview of Poni Day on Feb. 20, 
1973 at the CW Farm in Tivoli NY. (30 minutes) 


DOROTHY DAY AND THE CATHOLIC WORKER, NEW HEAVEN, NEW EARTH. 
Interview of Dorothy Day, recorded when she received the Isaac Hecker 
Award from the Paulist Center in Boston, Jan. 25, 1974. (30 minutes) 


If you or your group is interested in borrowing one of the above 
video types contact Norman Searah at the DMCW. 


Nonviolent Witness Cont'd 


Continued from page 5 


paras 18,1994 — 25th Sunday, Ordinary Time 


ll went as planned at 
my August 30th court 
| appearance. Chuck 
* © Hannan _ represented 
me. I plead not guilty. The 
Federal Magistrate gave us the 
option of having the case tried 
before her or before a Federal 
District Judge. We choose the 
latter. The case was assigned to 
Judge Lyle Strom. 

After the court adjourned, 
Chuck went to negotiate a trial 
and sentencing date with the 
judge and the prosecutor. 
Chuck told the judge that at 
trial we plan to plead no con- 
test to the charge. This plea 
means a defendant does not 
dispute the facts of the charge, 
they simply don’t admit any 
guilt. Judge Strom gave us 
Thursday, Oct. 20 at 1:30 p.m. 

Through the years, I have 
come to view my trials and 


court room experiences as an- 
other forum in which to speak 
to the madness of nuclear wea- 
pons and the evil intent 
embodied in the mission of 
StratCom Headquarters. 

I have little hope for true 
justice being served on Oct. 
20th. The Federal Judicial Sys- 
tem has already tipped its hand 
and declared its allegiance to 
Offutt AFB and StratCom 


Headquarters when they called 


me to court to answer to 
charges of breaking my Ban 
and Bar letter. If true justice 


were’ being served in this case, 


the real criminals, the people 
responsible for the ongoing 
mission of StratCom would be 
called to court. They would be 
asked to answer chargés of 
breaking international treaties 
that our nation has signed. 
These treaties outlaw weapons 


of mass destruction and the 
intent to use them. 

Whenever I’m in Court, it 
feels like two very different 
world views are being 
presented, each with its own 
internal rationale. The judge 
and the prosecuting attorney 
are concerned about a law 
being broken, a very small and 
insignificant law - trespassing. 
This is the bottom line for 
them. I approach the court 
room froman entirely different 
perspective. ’mnot a legalist, I 
don’t believe in the law or the 
constitution. I believe in God 
and in Jesus. When I’m in 
court I try to speak the lan- 
guage of my faith, the faith I 
have in the nonviolent, love 
your enemies Jesus. I see the 
court room as another oppor- 
tunity to speak from my heart, 
of this faith that leads me to 


Special Thanks Cont'd 


Continued from page | 

A friend of mine, Donna, 
suggested T attend DMACC to 
take that 
transferable into. the 


courses are 
Drake 
pharmacy program. She went 
further, advising me that | 
might consider becoming a 
nurse or a teacher first, 
could work and self-finance the 
cost of finishing a pharmacy 
degree. I’ earned twenty 
semester credit hours last 
semester with a 3.45 G.P.A. 
This semester I am_ taking 
thirteen hours and hope to 
CLEP an additional six hours. 

Living at the Worker House 
wasn’t easy at the beginning. I 
was really confused after my 
first few Worker House 
suppers. There was one teen, 
sharing the same table, who 
refused to respond to my "Hi". 
I was pissed and felt bad until I 
talked to Eddie Bloomer, who 
explained to me these folk’s 
frustration with’ their own 
situation. I thank Eddie and 
all the other Worker House 
staff members 
significantly 
integrate 


who 
helped me to 
into and _ socialize 
with our community. I do 
volunteer housework and will 
be doing the mailing list for the 
Via pacts. 

T wouldn’t have known about 
this Community without the 


protest the madness of nuclear 
weapons and our nation’s 
intent to use them. 

I fully expect to receive a six 
month sentence since this is my 
fifth time before the Court for 
breaking an Offutt Ban & Bar 
letter. 

Before sentencing and as part 
of my statement to the Judge, I 
will tell the Judge that Iam not 
sorry for what I did, that I plan 
to cross the line again and that 
I will do whatever I can to get 
others to do the same. I will 
also tell the Judge that I will 
not accept any form of proba- 
tion or community service, 
because I was doing the com- 
munity a service last May when 
I crossed over the line onto 
Offut property. 

This will not sit well with the 
Judge. As other judges before 
him, Judge Strom will feel it 


so 1 


_ 1994 was on the topic: "Whok 
- important in our society?" "hi 


_tence of six months for a non 


Autumn 199 


help of my friends at the Drik 
Newman Center. There isnil 
enough room in this artickt) 
Everlasting 
thanks from the bottom oft 


name them all. 


heart. 

I want to also say thanksl 
all those who help to keepth 
Community running through 
donations. Your donationsal 
pul to good use. The Gospi 
reading for Sunday, Sept Ik 


the president? the teacher.” 
Jesus’ response is that thos 
who are important are thos 
who help the helpless, th 
inexperienced. ~ Thanks [ 
being perfeet disciples of Chri 
and in extending your low 
me. 

I kept myself as busy @ 
possible this summer, Among 
other things, such as scouting 
and choir, I do private tutoring 
in French, Elementan 
Statistics, Algebra, -am 
Computer Informatio 
Systems. At this time, I hawt 
only one student in Frenehanl 
a potential one in Algebra, | 
look for | 
scholarship or any source 
money that will allow me 
complete my education, M 
situation would have ban 
your hel 


continue to 


worse without 
Thanks forever. 


necessary to give me the fu 
penalty under the law. Jis 
because I expect to receiveasl 
month sentence, doesn’t meal 
I accept the sentence. Gift 
the Government’s argum 

that a crime has been comf 
ted, a law was broken, isi! 
six month jail sentence still far 
more severe than necessafy} 
Does it make sense to putm 
away for six months, spencin 
thousands of USS. tax pai en 
dollars, for such a low led 
nonviolent crime? How cal 
this be just when so minj 
other more. serious crimind 
offenders are given lesser orm 
prison sentences at all? A sen 


violent trespassing offense @ 
Offutt is disproportionate t0 
the alleged crime. It isa poli 
cal sentence. 


er ee ee Pee ees 
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ustice sought by massacre survivors 


by Richard Flamer 


| 


uatemala has long had 

a history of carnage 
| and violence. Plan de 

Sanchez is just another 
umple of the brutality of a 
lirty year guerilla war, of the 
ivlence inflicted on a largely 
iian population, and the use 
[violence for settling old 
iids and calling it war. 
According to the. denuncia 
bd before the District Judge 
iRabinal on June 6, 1994, 
nesses reported a massacre 
ida serics of mass graves at a 
ie six kilometers outside the 
wi of Rabinal. The subse- 
ient testimony by six cycwit- 
sses identified the leaders of 
{massacre and the circum- 
ances surrounding the killing 
Ml burial of 165 women, chil- 
mand men. 
juan Manuel: Jeronimo and 
suncle Placido were among 
le people who testified. Be- 
n them they lost 23 mem- 
ws of their family (mostly 
omen and children). They 
ported the following: 
On Sunday July 18, 1982 
0s! of the women and chil- 
an of Plan de Sanchez went 
Hthe regional market (held 
we a week) in Rabinal. The 
were working in their 
ilpas, tending their corn. By 


afternoon, the women and 
dren were walking home, 
had reached the last stretch 


de Sanchez — massacre site 


of road before their village 
when some 60 soldiers, includ- 
ing members of the local PAC 
group civil defense patrol, ap- 
peared out of the woods. 

They surrounded the women 
as they came around a turn in 
the road. The soldiers took the 
women to a house. It was Ju- 
an’s sister’s home. The women 
and children were left there 
with guards who shot the wom- 
en who tried to escape. 

The rest of the soldiers pro- 
ceeded to round up the remain- 
der of the people in the village. 
These people were also herded 
into the house. When it became 
clear that they would not all fit, 
the soldiers shot a group of 30 
and threw the bodies into. the 
house. 

The soldiers then selected 
twelve girls aged 12-14 and 
pushed them into another 


house. They asked permission 


from their commanding officer 
to rape the girls. It was given. 
The girls were stripped, raped 
and shot. 

The men returned home to 
the massacre. Juan found his 
wife, three sisters, five nieces 
and nephews and two sisters- 


in-law dead. Placido lost his 


wife, five daughters, his baby 
son and his mother. 

One father found his assault- 
ed daughter still alive. The 
father dressed his daughter and 
took her-into Rabinal..He first 
went to the military base, 
where they sent him to the 


local health center. There she 
died. 

Meanwhile, at the house of 
Juan’s sister, a flammable liq- 
uid was poured into and on the 
house and it was set on fire. As 
people tried to flee they were 
executed. Four blasts were 
heard in the night. Most people 


_ believe they were hand gren- 


ades. The fire burned until 10 
a.m. the next morning. 

The following day, members 
of the Civil Defense Patrol of 
the nearby village of Cuncul 
arrived with orders from the 
Civilian Miltary Board of 
Rabinal to bury the victims. 
The bodies were tossed in com- 
munal graves, where they have 
laid until July of this year. 

At the Judge’s order, the 
Guatemalan Forensic Anthro- 
pology Team wascontracted to 
exhume the bodies and deter- 
mine. what caused the deaths. 
According. to Andy Kaufman 
(a U.S. citizen) and Stefan 
Schmitt (a German citizen), 
who head up the team, the 
facts as stated by the witnesses 
are basically confirmed by the 
graves they have thus far un- 
earthed. The site of Juan’s 
sister’s. house has_ yielded .a 
mountain of bones but the heat 
was so intense and the bodies 
were so. badly burned that 


identification will be limited, at . 


best. The young girls, buried 
separately, have mostly been 
identified. 

Francisco Orrego is the local 
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Send all'contributions to: 


Richard Flamer 
45635 Bighorn St. 
Banning, CA 92220 


land baron. He has two parcels 
of land, separated by the vil- 
lage of Plan de Sanchez. He 
was seen directing the PAC 
unit toward certain 
during the massacre. 


houses 


Testimony at the denuncia 
has indicated that he wanted to 
acquire the land separating his 
two parcels. He informed the 
local military and the PAC 
members that the people of 
Plan de Sanchez were guerril- 
las. 

Since the massacre, ©cfo~ 


Plan de Sanchez — massacre site 
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Orrego has taken half the land 
that separated his parcel. The 
other half is still inhabited by 
the people of Plan de Sanchez 
that survived. 

Efrain Rios Montt was head 
of the Army regime at the time. 
He has recently been elected to 
Congress in Guatemala where 
his party now has enough votes 
to change the constitution so 
that he can run for the office of 
President of Guatemala. 


Needs Update 


Richard recently returned from his latest trip to Central America. He 
regularly travels, in his Chevy Suburban, to the communities of Nuevo 
Gualcho in El Salvador, Yalpemech in Southern Mexico and Rio Negro in 
Guatemala. He delivers relief goods and cash, visiting friends, and 
photographing the daily life of war survivors. 


After discussions with the leaders of these towns Richard drafted the 
following list of necessary items: 


Yalpemech - fruit trees, burros (money to buy them) 
Rio Negro - 4 used boat motors, 1 farm truck, 1 dump truck 
Gualcho - money to finish building their church 


ANTI 
War Toys 
Demonstration 


MOA 
AA 


November 26, 1994 
Mega Mall 
of America 
Bloomington, MN 
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